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Palm Sunday 2017 
04/09/17 

 

John 12:13 (NIV) They took palm branches and went out to meet 

him, shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of 

the Lord! Blessed is the king of Israel!” 

 

This is Palm Sunday, the day that Christians for generations have 

celebrated as the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem. 

 

I remember being a child in the Presbyterian Church in 

Carmichael, California where I grew up and being a part of the 

processional of boys and girls carrying in palm branches as the 

church service began. It was exciting, and we all were smiling and 

the parents were smiling ….   

 

It was a festive occasion, just as it was on this Sunday beginning 

Passover in 30AD for many observers.  But not for everyone who 

attended this religious festival.  For the Jewish common folk – yes, 

they were excited. But for the Roman guards and centurions who 

monitored activities and the local religious and political leaders 

there was grave concern. 

 

Jerusalem had been occupied by the Romans for 80 years prior to 

this particular event after defeating the Jews and killing their king.  

Since then, rebellion was always a threat and whispers of uprising 

always in the winds.  
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Prior to Pilate’s rule, the current governor of the area, which 

included Judea, Sumaria, and Idumea, the last major disturbance 

was after the death of Herod the Great, in 4 BC. It had begun in 

Sepphoris, the capital of Galilee, just five miles from Nazareth. 

Before the battle was over Sepphoris was destroyed along with the 

town of Emmaus. The Roman army had also marched on 

Jerusalem, and crucified over 2,000 Jews who had been accused of 

being part of this rebellion.      

 

I tell you this because it brings some background to what happens 

during this week. There had been a history of unrest in Jerusalem 

and its surrounding areas and so Pilate felt like he had to be there 

for this Passover with a military presence. History reveals that 

Pilate headed an imperial procession of soldiers, entering the city 

from the west entrance.  Horsemen and footmen were clad in 

leather armor and helmets, carrying swords sheathed in their 

scabbards; spears in the hands of every centurion, and archers with 

quivers full of arrows hanging across their backs.  Banners were 

waived as drummers beat out a cadence as Pilate and his 

contingency entered Jerusalem.  

 

The intention was to send a message, create an atmosphere, and 

invoke their theology. He wanted to let anyone who was plotting 

against the Romans know that any kind of disturbance was 

intolerable. Pilate wanted to remind the Jews about what happened 

the last time there was an attempted uprising.  He wanted to 

intimidate with a show of might and military strength. 
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He also wanted to emphasize that according to Roman theology, 

Emperor Tiberius bore divine titles since his predecessor, 

Augustus, was given the titles “Son of God”, “Savior”, and “Lord”.    

 

Sometime after this procession, a second procession, a ‘counter-

procession’ began at the east entrance to the city. This would be a 

procession of common people, simple peasants. Jesus had asked 

his disciples to acquire a donkey. He then quoted from the 9th 

chapter of Zechariah:  But I will encamp at my temple to guard it 

against marauding forces. Never again will an oppressor overrun 

my people, for now I am keeping watch.9 Rejoice greatly, 

Daughter Zion! Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! See, your king comes 

to you, righteous and victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey, on 

a colt, the foal of a donkey. 10 I will take away the chariots from 

Ephraim and the warhorses from Jerusalem, and the battle bow 

will be broken. He will proclaim peace to the nations. His rule will 

extend from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

 

Jesus wanted to tell the people whole idea. But what the people 

heard was “God will deliver His people from the oppressor,” 

which they understood to be Rome. But they would be wrong. 

 

The two processions could not have been more different: one was 

meant to squash, belittle, intimidate, through military might, 

power, and glory. The other was to uplift, and bring peace and 

salvation through love. The people would make a choice that day: 

to serve the local Roman god and his empire, or they would choose 

to align with the king of a different sort of kingdom, the Kingdom 

of God. 
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So the crowds welcomed Jesus, not fully cognizant of what they 

were choosing or celebrating. They would even shout, “Hosanna to 

the Son of David,” because that is what they desperately wanted – 

a king like David or Solomon to rule, unite their lands, and oust the 

tyrants and bullying Romans.   

 

Their shout of Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of 

the Lord! Blessed is the king of Israel,” was a threat to the Roman 

Empire theology, of which Pilate was a chief agent. 

 

Still, Jesus did not shy away from the threatening the common 

beliefs of the time. So he healed a blind man and claimed “Your 

sins are forgiven,” thus challenging the entire belief system that the 

Temple was the sole means for forgiving someone of their errors.   

 

Jesus prophesied that the Temple would be destroyed, which made 

anyone who made their living from the Temple very nervous, and 

this included all the religious leaders – the Chief Priest and his 

priests, the Sadducees, the Pharisees, the ruling council of the 

Sanhedrin, the Levitical priests, and the scribes.  Without a Temple 

they had no prestige or power.  So obviously, they were not 

interested in Jesus having his way or gaining any commendations. 

 

There was a contrast of processionals, kings, kingdoms, ideologies, 

theologies, motivations, and intentions on display. Sadly, even the 

common people who were siding with Jesus were doing it for the 

same reason the Pharisees and Sadducees were siding with the 

Romans – they wanted their way. So they thought Jesus would 
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bring them freedom from an oppressive system that pervaded 

every area of their lives. They thought Jesus would make their live 

better by eliminating their enemies.  

 

And that is why there is always a shadow for me over Palm 

Sunday. Over the next few days, the crowd came to believe that 

Jesus was not going to do any of the things they wanted. In fact, he 

would make their lives worse, not better. They were afraid he 

would attract more attention from the Roman leadership who 

would come down hard and fast on them.  They were afraid he 

would never dismantle the unfair tax system, nor put common 

people in charge of the government. This is what they wanted; this 

is what they hoped for.     

 

So Palm Sunday is celebration and joy, but for erroneous reasons 

and false and misguided hopes; and those false hopes would 

ultimately ignite into fear, which would cause them to live through 

their egoistic desires to destroy Jesus.   

 

Of course Jesus knew all of this; it was part of God’s plan. The 

lessons from Palm Sunday are numerous: not to judge appearances 

or dare to presume the intentions of others. We are better off not 

creating false hopes, based upon the dictates of our ego.  

Ultimately, might and strength of the world is no match for Love 

and Peace of God. Perhaps another lesson could be that what we 

think we want is not nearly as good as the good that God has 

planned for us. Which kingdom do we choose on a moment to 

moment basis: the kingdom of man with its ostentatious display of 

violence, power, might, and glory or the Kingdom of God with its 
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quiet whispers of love, peace, joy, strength, compassion, and 

wisdom?  

 

So let us enjoy our worldly celebrations, while keeping our hearts 

and minds firmly rooted in Christ. Let us endure the pains and 

disappointments of the world, while knowing that they really 

cannot influence who we are without our willingness to succumb 

to them.    

 

The journey that brought Jesus to Jerusalem was always about 

Love, always about educating, demonstrating, and trying to 

illuminate the hearts and minds of anyone open to the gentle 

tapping of Spirit on their hearts. The words and stories that are left 

to us describing his path and his teachings are pointers to the work 

that we alone must do to fully absorb their meaning for our lives 

and in order to derive the lessons intended for us as an individual. 

Our task is to listen to the message that Jesus brought to us by 

turning inward to the loving and living Christ that now indwells us.  

 

So, Palm Sunday is a triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  In retrospect, 

we can see what the Christ truly brought through his journey of 

love: it is freedom; it is salvation; it is joy; it is a means to hold the 

hand of God and choose which Kingdom we will adulate. 

 

Stay tuned for the final installment next week, the exciting 

conclusion to this journey of love. 

 

Let us move into prayer….  


